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Day 4

Today, we put the finishing touches on our bridges.  Campers were awarded extra popsicle sticks based
on performances in other challenges throughout the week and they used them to fortify their creations.
Amazingly, after all of the various challenges we completed, each team won an equal number of sticks
(51) to use.  Teams had an Appropriations Meeting this morning to decide how to dispense of those
sticks.  It was a great lesson in teamwork and sharing!  Preliminary assessment suggests that some of
the campers may have a future in civil engineering…….others……well; we’ll see tomorrow when we
have the competition!  They all look pretty good to us!  Also today, groups that didn’t get to the low
ropes course on Tuesday got a chance to experience that challenge.  The campers really seem to like
this physical and mental test of strength, balance and problem solving skills.  In the group challenge
activity, we brought back a favorite competition from many years passed – the PVC Challenge.  In this
event, campers must assemble approximately 30 pieces of PVC piping, including “down-sizers” and
connectors, to create a 20-foot tube.  Once they have the apparatus assembled, they must pour water
down the tube and into a Tide bottle.  The first team to overfill the Tide bottle wins.  Incidentally, there
are holes in the piping that need to be plugged by teammates!  Some of these holes were plugged with
fingers, feet, cheeks, heads, legs, etc.  This turned out to be a fun, though wet, activity.  

So, we are heading into our final day.  The campers have responded very well to all the games,
activities and challenges we have introduced this week.  They are now ready for the culminating day of
special events.  We’ll tell you all about it tomorrow.    
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